
PROPOSED NARRATIVE FOR 
WHARF GA NGPLANK MARINA LIVEABOARD DAY 

(Satunlay,October 9,202 1) 

Art- we rocking and rullln11 ye1? L.llrr, we may play some popular 
music. But hert- on the water. we mean phyJ/rp/ rock Ina and rolli ng. We 
may even fttl th is Events Barge rock and roll unde rneath us as we mtt t 
today. 

When most rnai1nasor boat clubs att l\rsl bulll a mtttlng place Is 
usua lly Included from the stll rt. oA:en built at the same time as the 
docks. Toboaters.a dubhouseorpavlUonlsthlslmportant. Boating ls 
ve ry mud, a social ex~rlrnce. Anti, as much as we care about our 
boaU.theydo,wrll .have leuspace than houses. 

4 Uvtngaboard a boat In our community usua lly involve-s a unique 
and positive rl."Castlng of Identi ty, Most boaters that move here wish to 
be Involved In our group and we un tformly welcome them Into our 
midst. This spirit of a marade rie is qui te pleasant but also physically 
neuss;11ry. We llve on machines In a location that can bttome 
dangerous. Welookoutfo r each other,esp«iallyln wlnter. 

Polltlcs, professlon, andnetwortharelrftatthr marlnagateas 
we blendlntoacommunity ofequals. Unltedby thesheerphyslca lness 
of our existence, we "rock and roll" togethe r when wind and wave-s hit 
our docks. We prt-pare for storms togethe r. When we see a boat 
rtrumtng to port, we move to help It dock. We form a colorful a nd 
unique communi ty, unltfl! In a vltdlty of llvtn11, and also bonded 
together by the sheer amount o f work necessary on a boal 

This Events Barge ls the only (element) from our origlnal.1egacy" 
marina. The barge was brought (towed) here when we moved In 2019. 
I'm going to quickly r«0unt a few of my favorite memories: 

- Our marina ls a famlly and we gather he re for Thanksgiving. I 
remember one cold November when we partitioned off the Barge in the 
mlddle andheated onesldr. 
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-A few winters ago. we put up tarps around lhe entire perimeter 
andheatcd.ortricdtoheal the entire barge. 

On this b,u-11e. we routinely weloome all new boaters - and we 
strive to welcome transient boaters - There have been Introductions or 
newSignllkantOthers - HallOweenpartles-andqultefrankly,a lotof 
partlesfornoreuonatall. 

- We try to Include as many people as poss Ible. Within POWYC, 
our$0Clalgroup,itisposslbleforinterestedpersonsfromshort tojoln 
as(Community?)(Assoclate?)members. 

- We do our •tti-ing and Goodbye-Ing" here. I have seen 
hundredsof birthdaypartles-a ndgoingawaypartles.where we 
usUc1lly sing "Happy Trails To You· - We celebrate great moments In 
members' lives - And we mournfully observe passings. 

As Jason (has summarized) (will summarize), we gready 
appr«bte. and depend upon, our advocates on shore. A few years ago, 
after great political help from a woman on shore named Marge, we 
temporarily named this floating pavlllon the "Marge Barge: 

Each week, we usually have two rritUlar,events: Happy Hour. a pot 
luckgrooppartymostThursday nlghts. EverySunday mornlng.wehold 
wh.it we call our Captain's Cofftt. started 20 years ago by our POWYC 
founder.the late Stan.Grubaugh. 

I PREFER THAT JASON OR TARA CALLOUT THAT l'VE BEEN 
DOING IT FOR 1S YRS. 

THEN PLEASE ASK ME PUBLICLY: HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN 
LIVING HERE? 

lust walking back and forth on our docks becomes a furiously 
compressed version of a sidewalk en land. We pass by famlllar faces, 
new faces.and faces of people whose names we are embarrassed that 
wean'tremember. 
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Our community numbers 125 or so, and, as lf on a ship - we must 
gtveandtake-ul'Vf!andbeserved-spuk andllsten-le.1dandfnllow 
-(3--4MORE) 

TO CONCLUDE: 
Pre,1drnrJohnF. Kr nncdy-bythe way. anavldyachtsman -

pcrfectlynallrdthebaslcbondbetwttnpeopleandthrsca whcnhe 
said:"AJlofushavelnourvt'lnsthe t u ctsaltl'tprrct'nlagcofsaltlnour 
blood that exl$b: tn the ocran. and thrrerore, WI' have ult In our blood. 
lnourswutlnourtears. Wearetltdtotheocun. And when we go 
ti.ck to the .sea - whether It Is to sa ll or to watch It - we a re going back 
from whl'ncr we came.• 

POSSIBLE EXTRA REMARK IF TIME PERMITS: 
By oneoount2.Smilllonpeople live lnthegrcaterWashingtOn, 

D.C. metro area. We could tslimate the number of D.C. waterfront 
liveabouds at around 250. That works out to about one In 10,000. 
Viewing a summer-sun.set·to-dlc-for. we may be astonished that all Z.S 
million don't want to be boaters - while the harshness of winte r 
weathermayhavruspauseto"COnslderthatmayl:wthoseother9,9'99 
folksaren'tsodumbafterall. 

lltnlS1'M]ASOIIAfARA-
JA.SON PLEASE INCLUDE: GPSA. WQS{ounded onSl!pt. 10,2001, and 

Wl!tl«tedSusan Carp,tnterasourflrst Pres/denL Upon rewrnlng hom!. 
shflfell aslttp In her chair - slept through the night - WQS awakened by 
first. telmffll news a/the "9·//"attack.s. 

)ASfJN PLEASE CONSIDER mentioning t~ /ote Ed Johnson, GPSA 
"Anchot-"forsevera/ crlttcolyt0rs. 

HOW ABOUT TARA s~klng about the thrust of her entry and 
Immersion Into the Wharf Gangplank community? 
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